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The next issue of the magazine is scheduled to be published on the first 
Sunday of the month, so for the September issue this will be on Sunday 
1st September. 

Contributions to editor@parkurc.org.uk by the weekend before – and 
remember no pdf’s and no posters! - thank you! 
 

 

 

 

The views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual contributors, and do not necessarily represent the views of Park United 
Reformed Church or the minister of this church …if we ever get one 
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Secretary’s Letter 

Dear Friends, 

The weather is certainly more like summer now.  

Two weeks ago we had a wonderful time at our weekend camp. There 
were just over 30 people camping out in Watlington of all ages. It was a 
great time of relaxation and fellowship. We gathered from lunch time 
onwards with more families arriving during the afternoon and early 
evening.  

A fish and chip supper was enjoyed by all. (much easier than cooking 
!), followed later by cheese and wine.  After a cold night there was an 
early but slow start on Saturday, a stroll by some into the village to buy 
BBQ food and a general look around.  

During the afternoon following some attempts at kite flying in the 
camping field many of the adults went off for a walk while the 
youngsters enjoyed themselves playing together at the camp site. The 
walk, led by Helen was a good 5 miles in the beautiful Oxfordshire 
countryside.  

The large communal bring and share BBQ in the evening was followed 
by a campfire and singing. Sunday was another bright sunny day. 
Following breakfast we joined together for worship and communion at 
about 10:30 (camp time) to correspond with the rest of the 
congregation back at Park.  

Following the service, about which I will say more in a minute, we 
shared lunch before unpegging the tents, packing up and heading 
home.  

Tent pegs was the theme  of a reading that Alan shared with us during 
our worship. This was the story of Jael and Sisera  in Judges 4. Quite an 
unfortunate end for Sisera and as Alan pointed out a warning for us all 
about feisty women. I will allow you to read the story for yourselves.  

Following Alan’s initiative I did some Biblical research about tent pegs in 
the bible. There is certainly quite a lot in Exodus concerning the building 
of the huge tabernacle and all the tent pegs made of bronze.  

The size and construction of this structure was colossal. If you read the 
description of how it was made you may like me wonder how they 
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managed to acquire the materials. One thing that did strike me was 
the size of this tribe wandering through the desert for 40 years.  

I don’t think it had sunk in before, there were over 600,000 men over 20. 
If we double that figure to allow for women and then ad in another 25% 
to count for all those under 20. We get to a tribe over 1.5 million…  

That is huge. For example the whole of greater reading is about 
315,000. The whole of Berkshire is 815,000. So 1.5 Million is just colossal. 
No wonder Moses had problems. How do you control that size of tribe. 
No wonder they had to draw up a huge set of rules for the tribe to 
follow. (Leviticus).  

During all that time in the desert and for so long since God has never 
stopped leading, loving and caring for that tribe and following the birth 
of Jesus that love has been extend to include the world.  

If God never left that wandering tribe regardless of the faults and 
failings (there were many of them) God will never leave us, will always 
forgive us and will always love us. God had a plan for his tribe then and 
has a plan for all of us today.  

Vacancy Update 

Our Interim Moderator, Rev David Downing, will be sharing with the 
Church the proposed plans for how Park and Hungerford could 
organize a new Minister coming to “preach with a view”, visiting the 
churches and how we would vote for a new minister.  

As we announced last month the Vacancy has now been advertised 
to all URC Ministers. I have seen from the URC website that our 
pastorate profile is being shown to one or more Ministers. I am not 
aware of any further news yet.  

God bless,  

Roger 
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Church Family News 

We pray especially for Ruth Clark at this time. Sadly, 
Alastair passed away in the evening of Tuesday 2nd 
July. All those who knew Alastair will know that he 
was such a kind, gentle, and generous man, and 
his cheery, encouraging face will be missed at Park. We thank God for 
the blessing of Alastair on our lives and our church, and pray for 
comfort for Ruth and the family. 

We give thanks for the successful Church Camp held at the end of 
June at Watlington, and for the fellowship enjoyed by those who 
attended.  

We rejoice with Ken Curtis, who celebrated his 90th birthday on Friday, 
May 31st.  We pray for Ken and send him our love and very best wishes, 
along with our thanks for all that he has contributed to the life of Park 
over many years.  

We send our love and congratulations to Peter Short, who celebrated 
his 90th birthday on June 29th, and we pray for God’s blessing on Peter 
and Sue and their family at this time.  

We continue to pray for Bob and Andrea Dewing. Andrea has been 
unwell and has spent some time in hospital recently – we ask for God’s 
strength for them both at this difficult time. 

We pray for those affected by ill-health or continuing to recover from or 
receive treatment, including Olive Goodchild, Dave and Jenny Jones, 
Pat Fuller, and Hilary Campbell.  

Lord, in your mercy …….  Hear our Prayer 

Carrie 
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Letters 

Dear Friends 

Ruth asked me to pass on her thanks to you all, for 
your thoughts and prayers following the sad death of 
Alastair, who passed away during the night of July 2nd. 

We can all give thanks that Alastair is now safely in God’s loving care, 
away from all pain and anxiety. 

I am sure that you will join me in prayers for Ruth, who has nursed him 
lovingly and tirelessly for the last few weeks, and above all in prayers of 
thanksgiving for the life of Alastair, who brought a quiet, gentle warmth 
of love to our family, to his many friends, and to the Park fellowship. 

Alastair, God bless you. 

Rod 

 

Dear Friends at Park Church 

John and I would like to thank you for the many cards, kind words, 
flowers, thoughts and prayers that you gave on the death of my 
mother, Beryl Johnson, a couple of months ago. 

The committal and thanksgiving service were taken by John, shared 
with two Baptist ministers: Mum’s sister-in-law, and the minister of her 
own church in Leicester, which Mum had attended since its opening in 
1939.  The service was a true celebration of her life, appreciated by the 
many who were there; we felt upheld by God’s love and supported by 
your prayers.   

With our love and thanks 

Rachel Lee-Johnson 
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Christian Aid Week: ‘All Mums Should Live’ 

This year the focus was on Sierra Leone, which is the world’s most 
dangerous place to become a mum.  

Every single day 10 women die from giving birth.  

This year the people of Park raised a magnificent £616 (including Gift 
Aid).  

So a big thank you from the mums in Sierra Leone.  

Chris & Carrie  

Coffee Mornings at Grange 

Coffee Morning 

Grange URC at Circuit Lane, Southcote, 
Reading, RG30 3HD are holding a Coffee 
Morning on Saturday 13th July 10.30 am in 
support of Christian Community Action.                                                                                                                             

Stalls include raffle, Traidcraft cakes, books, cards and jigsaws. 

Do come and join us for tea/coffee, biscuit and of course, a chat. All 
are welcome. 

Memory Café  

Grange also run a Memory Café on Wednesday Mornings    10.30am till 
12noon. This provides a warm and friendly space for Carers and their 
loved ones to meet and  socialize with like-minded people.  

There is the opportunity to share information and experiences, listen to 
music, take part in light hearted quizzes and games and any other past 
times you may suggest. Contact Elspeth on 07930 950916. 
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Funny how… 

Funny how big a £20 note looks when we take it to church, but how 
small it is when we take it to the shops. 

Funny how hard it is to read a chapter in the Bible, but how easy it is to 
read 100 pages of a best-selling novel. 

Funny how long it seems when we pray to God for 45 minutes, but how 
quickly a team plays 45 minutes of football. 

Funny how long a couple of hours spent at church are, but how short 
they are when watching a movie. 

Funny how we can’t think of anything to say when we pray, but don’t 
have difficulty thinking of things to talk about to a friend. 

Funny how people want to get a front seat at a game or concert, but 
scramble to get a back seat at church services. 

Funny how we believe what the newspapers say, but question what the 
Bible says. 

found by Bev 

Lakeside Songs of Praise Dates 

This Songs of Praise is on every 2nd Wednesday of the month. 

 10th July 
 August – holidays 
 11th September 
 9th October 
 13th November 
 11th December 

Everyone is welcome to join us at Lakeside Care Home for these Songs 
of Praise Services from 2.30 – 3.30 pm.   

The residents really enjoy our visits and it would be lovely if you feel you 
could join Roger, Simon, Linda and me sometimes, especially to sit with 
the residents and boost the singing.  Please sign in at the Care Home 
reception desk on arrival. 

many thanks, Julia  
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Update on Visiting Preachers during Vacancy 

Thank you, again, to all who have led worship or have put their names 
down to lead worship later on in the year.  

We are continuing to have a wonderful variety of interesting services 
and only have 4 slots left to fill until the end of the year. If anyone thinks 
they could lead or help with these remaining services then Roger and I 
would love to hear from you.  The available dates are as follows: 

 September  1 Holy Communion  
 October 13 Morning Worship 
 December 15 Morning Worship (Gifts & Toys) 
 December 29 Morning Worship  

Also, please see below the updated list for the next two months: 

July 

 7th July:  Nomad House Group 
 14th July:  Elizabeth & Alistair Knox 
 21st July:  Michael Ruskin 
 28th July:  Michael Penny 

August 

 4th August:  Rev Richard Christopher 
 11th August:  Robert Lewis 
 18th August:  Phebe Mann & David Wong 
 25th August:  Anthonia Allen   

Julia  
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The Power of Young Voices 

Greta Thunberg and Louis Braille are two names that you may have 
heard of. Both of these people have one thing in common: before the 
age of 18 they had changed the world in their own way. 

Young people making a difference has not always been reported by 
the media. A report, by the Youth Media Agency in 2011, found that 76 
per cent of press young people received was negative. However, that 
stereotype has recently shifted.  

For example, Greta Thunberg has 
featured in the news a lot  during the past 
six months relating to the protests she led 
and encouraged around the world.  

On 15 March, an estimated 1.4 million 
students followed Greta in protesting 
about the need for immediate action to 
combat climate change. On the back of 
these protests, Jean-Clause Juncker, 
President of the European Commission, 
unveiled a proposal to spend hundreds of 
billions of euros on mitigating climate 
change beginning in 2021.  

None of this may have happened had it 
not of been for 16-year-old Greta and it is 
safe to say that she has potentially changed the world. 

Louis Braille has also made change. Braille turned completely blind by 
the age of five which changed his life completely. At this age there 
were several systems, such as Barbier, to help those that are blind to 
read and communicate. However, Braille decided that Barbier was too 
complicated and decided to invent his own.  

Braille is now used by many people who are classed as blind. This is a 
fantastic example of how a young person caused change within the 
wider world. 

Having turned 18 last October, I was lucky enough to vote in the local 
and European elections for the first time in May but I was not able to 
vote during the referendum to leave the EU.  
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According to polls and reports of the time, had 16 and 17 year olds 
been allowed to vote the outcome would have been completely 
different.  

Although everyone may not agree with that particular outcome, I do 
believe it is important for young people’s voices to be listened to. This is 
because many of those in the 16 and 17 age category do have an 
interest in politics and are becoming particularly frustrated by the 
current political climate. 

As URC Youth Assembly Moderator-elect, one of my roles is to give 
young people aged 11 to 25 a voice within the wider URC 
denomination. I am really passionate about that because I do believe 
that, like Greta, they can make a dramatic difference in their local 
communities, church and the denomination as a whole. For example, 
at our most recent URC council meeting, the URC Youth played a key 
role in the decision to divest from fossil fuels. 

If you work or are part of any groups or organisations that involve young 
people, what are you doing to listen to their voices? If you are doing 
nothing ask yourself, how can you do more? 

See you all at Greenbelt! 

Reuben Watts URC Youth Assembly Moderator-elect 
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Elder’s Prayer – ‘For those who went before’  

You guided them in their vision, 
You gave them dreams so clear. 
You helped them see, 
how it could be, 
to build a new Church here. 
they gave their time, they gave their wealth, 
they gave their skills and more. 
and though Your grace, 
they built this place, 
those saints who went before, 
 
They guided us, they inspired us, 
taught us of God above. 
they helped us see, 
how we could be, 
surrounded by Your love. 
they worked through good times and through bad, 
they worked through peace and war. 
they worked with grace,  
to build this place, 
those saints went before, 
 
Those saints who helped us walk Your road, 
and taught us all we knew. 
their days are gone, 
they’ve journeyed on, 
to walk alongside You. 
some live on in our memories, 
whilst some are known no more. 
but in Your grace,  
you know the face, 
of all those who went before, 
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And now in silence let us pause, 
to thank You for those lives. 
though they are gone,  
Park Church lives on, 
their legacy here survives. 
we look around and see so much, 
we can be thankful for. 
and so today,  
with thanks we pray, 
for those who went before, 
 
Help us continue with their work, 
whatever way we can. 
help us to do,  
our best for You, 
to help fulfil Your plan. 
help us to build upon their dreams, 
and dreams those dreams some more. 
help us to see, 
how we can be, 
like those who went before, 

Rod 
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Church Contacts 

Minister ..................................... still in vacancy 

Church Secretary .................... Roger Clark   
   
  e-mail:  churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Assistant Church Secretary .... Simon & Jenny King  

Treasurer: ..................................  Yvette Gayford   

Assistant Treasurer ...................  Rod King  

F & GP Chairman ..................... Tim Lancaster   

Centre Manager:  ...................  Becky Joyce 
  phone:  0845 463 6426 
  e-mail:  centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

Magazine Editor ...................... Rod King 
  e-mail:  editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: ...................... www.parkurc.org.uk 

Facebook:www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  

Weekend Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 
 10.30 am Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
 10.30 am Holy Communion (1st Sunday) 
 1pm Pentecostal Worship Group  
 1pm International Believers Church 
 3.00 pm  Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month) 
 3.45 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 
 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 
 7:15pm 12 Step Fellowship  
 various Progress Theatre 
   
Saturday 9am Allenova Ballet School 
 9:30am Reading Seventh Day Adventist Group 
 10am Parenthesis Choir 
 4pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
 various Progress Theatre (all day) 
 ad hoc NCT (afternoons) 
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Weekday Activities at Park 

Monday  various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 9:30am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 5:30pm Beavers 
 6:45pm Cubs 
 7:30pm CODA/CODA Step  
 7:30pm Housegroup 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Tuesday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 9am HappyFeet Footcare (monthly) 
 2pm U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 
 2:15pm Friendship Club 
 4pm Dancercise 
 7:30pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7:30pm Badminton (Sept – March) 
 7:30pm Housegroup 
 8:15pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Wednesday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 10am Morning Prayers 
 10am Embroiders Guild (monthly) 
 10am Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session) 
 12pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 
 3pm WEA Education Services 
 7:30pm Scouts 
 7:30pm Mostly G&S (2nd and 4th Wednesday)  
 8pm ACO (2nd Wednesday) 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Thursday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 2pm U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 
 2pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thursday of the month) 
 5pm Rainbows 
 5:45pm Brownies 
 7:15pm Guides 
 7:45pm Explorer Scouts 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Friday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 3:45pm Reading Children’s Counselling Services 
 7:15pm 12 Step Fellowship 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
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